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1881-10941

From the Portrait by Wallace Bassford

DEAN MARTIN AND THE SCHOOL OF [OURNALISM

Thirtv-four vears ago, in February, 1qgog, a tall, dark-haired, carefully
dressed, somewhat solemn-laced young man came to the University of
Missouri from the Kansas City Star to succeed Silas Bent as instructor in
the new School ol Journalism.

After one semester of teaching journalism, Bent had returned to news-
paper work in St. Louis; and the young man from 7The Star had obtained
a leave of absence with the expectation of returning to his job as assistant
city editor at the end ol the school year.

But that leave of absence ol Frank Lee Martin continued untl his
unexpected death ol a cerebral hemorrhage, July 18, 1941. In those thirty-
four vears he was instructor in journalism, assistant prolessor, associate
professor, prolessor, acting dean, associate dean and dean.

At first, the handful of students in the new school did not know how
to take this seemingly austere young man who came fresh from the disci-
pline of the newspaper office; but with his ready smile, kindly, sometimes
sardonic humor, and warmth ol personality, he soon established a place for
himself in their esteem that will remain as long as the memory ol his
familiar figure lasts.

The year after he joined the faculty, Dean Walter Williams and nine
students established Kappa Tau Alpha, an honorary scholastic fraternity
in journalism. At that time. newspapers were prodigal with the title of
“"Hon." for persons in the public eye; and the members of the new fra-
ternity, with tongue in cheek, perhaps, ruled that all those who gained this
honorary distinction should have the title of “Hon." bestowed upon them.
The new instructor was the first initiate and was christened “Hon' Martin,
The appellation was eagerly seized by all the students, and for many years
Dean Martin was affectionately known only as “Hon™ to all students and
alumni of the School of Journalism.

Mr. Martin went to The Star immediately after his graduation from
the University of Nebraska in 1go2, and spent his formative years under
William Rockhill Nelson. He was dubious of the attempt to teach the
practice of journalism in a university; he doubted if the venture would
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succeed; and he left The Star with the understanding ig -
the end of the academic year. rnding he R o

When his leave of absence was up, Dean Williams was on a world tour,
;uu.l‘ the subjf;:c( _”[ Mr. Martin's returning to The Star was not brougln “l;
again except in jest. He and Dean Williams were associated in the develop-
ment of the School of Journalism until the death of Dean Williams In 1g3s
and together they gained world prominence as educators in journalism =

During Dean Martin's service with the School of Journalism, n;ore
than 3,000 students were graduated. Most of these went into some phase
of journalism in forty-five states and twenty foreign countries.

The untimely death of Dean Martin at the age of 6o was a severe
shock to these 3,000 alumni. N ewspaper men all over the world who had
learned the practice of journalism from “Hon” Martin of the mock-serious
attitude, the sardonic humor, the friendly smile, felt a sense of personal
loss at his passing.

THE MEMORIAL AND PORTRATT

Tl?c ﬁ'rst thought in the minds ol his former students was some ﬁtling
1.1101110r1;11 for the man who had devoted his life to the teaching of journal-
ism. At least four organizations gave independent consideration to the
establishment of a permanent memorial. After consultation among repre-
sentatives of these four organizations, the University a(lministralion, the
Journalism Alumni Association, the faculty of the School of Journalism
and the Missouri Press Association, it was agreed that it would be a fitting
memorial to dedicate the library of the school to his memory and name it
the Frank Lee Martin Memorial Library. /

After the Board of Curators of the University had voted to name the
Journalism library in Walter Williams Hall for Dean Martin, a committee
was appointed by Senator Paul C. Jones, of Kennett, president of the
Journalism Alumni Association, to obtain a portrait of Dean Martin to
hang in the library.

Painted by Mr. Wallace Bassford of St. Louis, the portrait was hung
on the south wall of the library, opposite the doorway. Here it is seen
immediately as one enters the library and one is innn‘cdiatcly impressed
by the life-like quality of the painting of Dean Martin seated at his desk
in Jay H. Neff Hall,

The portrait was unveiled at a dedication ceremony May 15, 1942.

In dedicating the library to the memory of the late dean, President
Frederick A. Middlebush of the University said it was “altogether fitting
and proper that the University should set up permanent memorials honor-
ing the memory of members of its staff who have rendered the University,
and the state of which it is an integral part, outstanding service. Such

Frank LEe MARTIN MEMORIAL LLIERARY 5

memorials give concrete evidence, to some small degree, at least, of our
alfection, respect, and esteem for thie one so remembered.”

“Dean Martin was a lover of books.,” the president continued. “Cer-
tainly no more suitable memorial could be set up in memory of Dean
Martin than that which we are dedicating today.”

Expressing appreciation of the action ol the alumni in providing the
portrait, the president concluded: “It is my sincere hope that the genera-
tons of students who, in the future, will carry forward their training in
this School, may here in this room catch something of the fine human and
humane spirit of the man we honor today, that they become the perma-
nent and real possessors of the high ideals which he held for his great
prolession, and that they may go out from these halls with a lively sense
ol appreciation ol the lasting importance for the journalist of good books.”

Senator Jones, representing the alummi, unveiled and presented the
portrait; and Mr. Joseph Finley, president of the Journalism Students’
Association, responded on behall of the students in the School.

Present at the ceremony were students in the School of Journalism,
alumni, members ol the faculty of the University, townspeople, Journalism
Week visitors, Mrs. Martin and daughter, Mrs. Ralph P. Swofford, Jr., and
grandson, Frank Wood Swofford. and Mr. Martin's sister and brother, Miss
Annette Martin ol Lincoln, Neb., and Mr. Orville H. Martin of Kansas
City, Mo. Mr. Frank Lee Martin, Jr.. stationed abroad with the Associated
Press, could not attend.

The inscription, Frank Lee Martin Memorial Library, is engraved in
the marble above the entrance door of the library.

DEAN MARTIN'S CONTRIBUTION TO JOURNALISM

Dean Martin's contribution to journalism was not limited o the
University. From 1915 to 1916, he was news editor of the Japan Advertiser
in Tokyo during a leave of absence [rom his teaching and in this position
reorganized and Americanized the staff. From 1931 to 1932, he was an
exchange prolessor of journalism at Yenching University, in Peiping, China.
Here Mr. Martin established the Yenching Gazette, an English language
daily. He traveled extensively in the Orient and in Europe and conducted
journalistic field trips to Germany and Mexico, as well as in this country.
In 1931, Dean Martin became permanent convention chairman of the
World Press Congress and presided at the meeting in Mexico City that
August. He was a [ellow of the British Institute of Journalists as an over-
seas member, a rare honor given to American newspaper men, and a mem-
ber of the American Association of Foreign Press Correspondents.

With Dr. Williams, Mr. Martin became author of The Practice of
Journalism. He also published The Journalism of Japan and News Writing
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for Teachers. For five years he was editor of The Quill and was associate

editor of the Journalism Quarterly, beginning in 192g.

Dean Martin was also a member of the National Press Club of Wash-
ington, D. C., a member of the board ol governors of the American Press
Society, director of the Missouri-Yenching Foundation, president of the
Walter Williams Memorial Journalism Foundation, and a member of the
Missouri Press Association and of the American Association of Teachers of
Journalism. His social fraternity was Chi Phi.

Mr. Martin also held honorary membership in Sigma Delta Chi ang
Alpha Delta Sigma, national journalism [raternities. He was chairman of
various committees of the American Associations of Teachers of journa-lis;h
and the American Association of Schools and Departments of jnurnalis@
and in 1936, he was president ol the latter association.

Doxors 1o THE PoOrTRAIT FUND

Byron L. Abernethy
Louise Wielandy Alexander
Minnie Alper
Murray Amper
Arthur L. Baermann
R. M. Bandy, Jr.
Marjorie Berry
Frank Belden
Kenneth Bell

W. Beauford Bickley
Jack Bisco

Maxwell Lynch Bigham
H. E. Birdsong
Raymond P. Brandt
Christine Brannan

T. F. Brawner

Doris Crump Bradshaw
Frank P. Briggs
Philip C. Bronson
Russell Bright

Laura Lou Brookman
J. Harrison Brown
Robert A. Brown
Sally Warner Brown
W. W. Bryan
Vaughn Bryant
George C. Butts
Francis M. Campbell
Proctor Carter

John H. Casey

D. H. Chasnoff

Earl Christmas
Roberta Clay

Charles C. Clayton
Mary Clinch

Max Cole

Richard M. Cook
Joseph B. Cowan
Marvin H. Crawford
Sue Wass Crockett

Paul Cunningham

Jesse Cutrer, |r.
Howard M. Dail
LaMonte Davis

Glenn Degner

Juznita Daly Denslow
Frances Gray Duvall
Louis H. Edmondson
A. D. Elliott

Flossie May Hastings Entriken
Alice Estill

J. D. Ferguson

Lester E. Finley X
F. M. (“Jack”) Flynn
Ellen Foley

Rosemary Frankeberger
William F. Freehoff, Jr.
Lillian Polk Gast

J. Edward Gerald
Margaret Ghio
Margarer Wheeler Gilbert
Arthur F. Gordon, Jr.
Dorothy Greers Grainey
Kenneth Gregg

L. R. Grinstead

Samuel D. Groff
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H. E. Guth

George C. Haas

H. W. Hailey

William R. Halter
Catherine Grumley Hayes
Houston Harte

Pauline Pfeiffer Hemingway
Malcom Stewart Hensley
Martha Powell Hensley
Frances Dunlap Heron
R. L. (Bob) Hill
Lorance McKiddy Helland
Elizabeth Atteberry Hollister
Edwin A. Hough

Tom O. Hudson

Mary Louise Huff
William V. Hutt, Jr.
Morris E. Jacobs

Robert W. Jacobs

D. Biythe Johnson
Clifford R. Johnson

E. K. Johnston

Charles Edward Jones
Donald H. Jones

Paul, C. Jones

Vivian Herrick Jones
George Kao

Helen L. Woodsmall Kasselbaum
Dorothy Kaucher
Charles E. Kane

James R. Kearney, Jr.
Gladise Neisler Kelly
Clark Kidd

LaNelle Dean Kidd
Frank H. King

Henry H. Kinyon

Ruth Kinyon

James C. Kilpatrick
Mary Young Krainotz
Alice Kunz

George Lamade

Howard Lamade

H. Lawrence Laupheimer
Vincent M. Lockhart

C. D. Lockwood

Helene B. Loeb

H. R. Long

Douglas Lovelace

David C. H. Lu

Mary Margaret McBride
George McCue

Rex B. Magee

Faye Johannes Marley
Edith Marken

Fred May

James G. May
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Lawrence E. May
A. 1D. Maslan
Loms Mecker
Beauford H. Mewis
Siegel Mayer

Vernon L. Meyer
Ruth Prather Midyette
Henry Francis Misselwitz
T. C. Morelack
Vernon Nash

Emil Nathan

Ward A. Neff

Everett C. Norlander
Fielding L. Norton
Charles Nutter

Earle O’Day

Gus M. Oehm
Herbert J. Pate

Don D. Patterson
Mary Sue Patton
Earle Pearson

Wallace Pflueger

Iva Mae Pilcher

Sue Portter

Mary Shapiro Pryor
H. E. Rasmussen
Ruth Regnery

Tanice Rentchler

L. H. Rice

Harry E. Ridings

1. Willard Ridings
Oscar E. Riley

Tnez Callaway Robb
Ben Robertson

Louise Rodekopf
Frank W. Rucker
Charles L. Sanders

W. D. Scott

Mina Sennott
Margaret Shannon

E. W. Sharp

John H. Shea

Marian Shutt

Bertha Schmidt Smith
George W. Smith
Maxine Smith

Sidney Stewart Smith
E. A. Soderstrom
Franklyn L. Squires
Aurelia Spalding

H. F. Stapel

John C. Stapel
Walter Stemmons
Roger W. Straus, Jr.
LLawrence K. Strouse

Dorothy Baker Suddarth
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Joe Sutton

Howard B. Taylor
Annalee Vernon Temple
Fannie Tenenbaum
Norman B. Terry

Max Thomas

Ronald F. Thomason
Frederick Tilberg

R. K. Tindall

William L. Tisdel
Florence Whittier Tisdel
Bruce Todd

George P. Truitt, Jr.
Frances L. Tucker
Ralph H. Turner

Elden Tuttle

Frank Robertson Van Horn
Neil C. Vanzant

Irwin A. Vladimer
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Herbert W. Walker
David M. Warren
Althea Weinbach
Edith Weinbach
Kathleen Farris Weinbach
Elsie Montgomery Wilbanks
J. Fred Wildman
Edwin Moss Williams
Jane Williams
Sam W. Webb, Jr.
Dale Wilson
Lyle C. Wilson
Roselee Hanlon Wollman
Blanche Boyd Wolpers
Dorothy Yalomstein
Thomas L. Yates
Erma L. Young
William Jackson Young
William Zalken
g
;;
vz‘
g;
&.
4.
'l
; 1
;
g;f;l
§ ¥
Iy
{%:m
hiis
s
b 3
A
"IN 1§54
13
&4
&k r{ 12
1543 4 4,

i

MISSOURI =
HONOR AWARDS
1943

For Distinguished Service

in Journalism

THE UNIVERSITY OF |
MISSOURI BULLETIN




