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Why this presentation? 

• Regular expressions in Create Lists are a
powerful - but underutilized - tool

• User Manual (page #101608) provides little
information

• Information elsewhere may be:

- confusing or contradictory

- not applicable to Create Lists

- not applicable to the type of data found in
Innovative records
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Goals 

• Introduce the construction of regular
expressions in Create Lists

• Give practical examples

• Provide a sense of what situations regular
expressions are best use� in

• Cover some pitfalls and lfmits of regular
expressions in Create Lists
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Handout - "Regular Expressions in Create Lists" 

• Available now on IUG site for the conference

• Does not parallel this presentation, but does
include many of the examples (plus others)

• Updated this year

• Contains:
- Table explaining special characters (p. 1-2)

- How data is stored in Ill records (p. 3)

- Examples (p. 4-9)
- Things that don't work (p. 10)

• PowerPoint slides will be made available later
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What Doesn't Work in Create Lists 

• Regular expressions in Create Lists lack some

features that may be available in other

implementations, including:

- Optional items-e.g., "colou?r"

- Alternatives-e.g., "(Donated by: I Gift of:)"

- Back references -e.g., " ( [a-z] +) • \l"

- Special character classes, positions, etc. introduced
with "\"-e.g., "\d", "\W", "\b", "\s", "\012"

► See Handout page 10 (Section 4) for more

information, and some possible workarounds
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Conclusion 

• Effective use of regular expressions in Create

Lists requires:

- Knowledge of regular expression syntax

- Familiarity with your data

- Familiarity with MARC format

• Practice and experiment! With Create Lists

(unlike Global Update), there is little danger of

messing things up
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More information ...

Friedl, Jeffrey E. F. 

Mastering Regular Expressions 
2nd ed. 

Sebastopol, CA: O'Reilly, 2002. 

460 pp. 
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