Published before January 1, 1926?

|
Yes

v

Expired
17 U.S.C. 304(b)

When Does Copyright Protection Expire?

No 4’| Published before January 1, 1978?

— No —D| Created (fixed) before January 1, 1978?

Published before January 1, 1950?

Yes l

!

No

Was copyright registration
renewed in the year preceding the
28th anniversary publication?

“
| J No
Yes { Yes
J Published before January 1, 2003?
{— Yes A No —‘
Expires later of: Expires later of:
(1) December 31, 2047 or (1) December 31, 2002 or
(2) Date of expiration that (2) Date of expiration that
applies to works not created applies to works not created
(fixed) before January 1, 1978 (fixed) before January 1, 1978
No (see bottom right of chart). (see bottom right of chart).
l 17 U.S.C. 303(a) 17 U.S.C. 303(a)
J

Published before January 1, 1964?

Yes ﬂ

No

Expires 95 years from publication.

17 U.S.C. 304(a)

Y

Expired
17 U.S.C. 304(b)

X

L Yes

Yes

Was copyright registration
renewed between December 31
of the year of the 27th
anniversary of publication and
December 31 of the year of the
28th anniversary of publication?

Work for hire, anonymous or
pseudonymous?

4_

Expires at earlier of:
(1) 95 years from
publication or (2) 120
years from creation.
17 U.S.C. 302(c)

3

Expires 70 years
after author's death.
17 U.S.C. 302(a)

Effect of Copyright Notice

Published before March 1, 1989: Publication without copyright
notice caused works to enter the public domain, with certain
exceptions.

Published on or after March 1, 1989: Copyright notice not required
17 U.S.C. 401(a)

I
No

v

Expired
17 U.S.C. 304(a)

Sound Recordings Published in the United States
Published before 1923, public domain on 1/1/2022
Published between 1923-1946, public domain 100 years from publication
Published between 1947-1956, public domain 110 years from publication
Published between 1957 - 2/14/1972, public domain 2/15/2067
Published on or after 2/15/1972, go to "Published before January 1, 1978"




