Appendix E. Guidelines for Discovery Tool Selection for MU Digital Collection Resources 

	RESOURCES – What to include in which discovery tools

	
	Web list(s)
	Local database(s)
	Catalog
	External database(s)

	Purchased or freely available or locally digitized
	Selected purchased

Selected locally digitized

Selected freely available
	Selected purchased

Selected locally digitized

Selected freely available
	All purchased
All locally digitized

Selected freely available
	

	Persistence of resource
	Ephemeral/trial
	medium – long-term
	medium – long-term
	

	Types of resources (Examples)


	Materials freely available on the Web
Trial subscriptions


	Subject guides

E-journals

Locally digitized materials
Subscription/licensed materials

Materials freely available on the Web

Databases
	E-books

[E-journals] 

Locally digitized materials
Subscription/licensed materials

Materials freely available on the Web


	Locally digitized material

	DISCOVERY TOOLS - Features

	
	Web list(s)
	Local database(s)
	Catalog
	External database(s)

	Attributes
	Quick access

Limited description

Low precision

Limited collocation

Limited maintenance 

Local audience 

Provides focus by collection,  topic, or format


	Quick access

Medium description

Medium precision

Varied audience

Provides focus by topic or format
	Detailed description

High precision

Complex collocation

Routine maintenance

MU and other audience

Provides inventory of whole collection
	Interplanetary audience



	Examples
	Announcement page

Subject guides

Finding aids


	Database lists
A-to-Z list of e-journals

Finding aids

Subject guide database
	MERLIN


	WorldCat

Virtually Missouri
UM Digital Library

UNESCO/IFLA Directory of Digitized Collections


Source:  Report of the Task Force on Developing Digital Collections for the MU Libraries (June 22, 2006)

